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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1940. 

Area,  3,854  acres. 

Population,  21,040  (Mid.  1940);  19,262  (Census,  1931). 
Number  of  Inhabited  houses:  1931,  4,168,  1940,  5,740. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate:  £310. 

Rateable  Value,  £82,529. 

General  Rate,  14/-  in  the  £. 

Birth  Rate,  14.21. 

Death  Rate,  11.22. 

Infantile  Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Births:  30.0. 

Total  Deaths  from  Diarrhcea,  0;  Rate  per  1,000  Births,  0.0. 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  12;  From  other  Tuber 
culous  Diseases,  1. 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate:  Pulmonary,  0.57;  Non-Pulmonary,  0.05 
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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SEDGLEY. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sedgley  Urban 

District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
as  contained  in  their  Circular  2314,  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1940  is  of  an  interim  character  and  all  other  information  than 
is  given  herein  is  with-held  and  preserved  until  required  by  the 
Ministry  at  a  later  date,  presumably  after  the  termination  of  the 
war. 

Despite  the  altered  conditions  under  which  we  now  live,  the 
general  health  of  our  people  has  been  fully  maintained  and  gives 
cause  for  satisfaction. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  was  lower  than  last  year,  being 
14.21  as  against  14.69.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  14.6. 

The  Death  Rate  figures  are  11.22,  with  a  corrected  Death  Rate 
of  11.89.  These  are  also  lower  than  in  1939,  when  the  correspond¬ 
ing  figures  were  12.07  and  13.03.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

was  14.3. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  30.0  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded 
for  Sedgley,  there  being  only  9  deaths  under  this  heading.  The 
rate  for  the  country  was  55.0. 

Under  the  heading  of  General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
for  the  area  facilities  provided  are  as  detailed  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  1939. 

The  report  received  from  Dr.  Carruthers,  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  on  the  work  of  the  local  Maternity  and  Infant 
Welfare  Centre,  shews  that  it  is  being  fully  maintained. 
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Immunisation  of  the  child  population  against  diphtheria  has 
become  increasingly  important  and  I  am  hoping  for  a  ready  response 
by  parents  for  this  treatment  during  the  coming  year. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and  support  given 
me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Housing 
Committees  and  my  Departmental  Staff. 

The  co-operation  of  the  private  practitioners  is  also  much 
appreciated,  and  the  willing  and  helpful  assistance  given  me  by 
brother  officers  of  the  Council  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

C.  H.  G.  BEKENN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


November,  1941. 
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SECTION  A. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total 

Live  Births  Legitimate  293 

Illegitimate  6 

Still  Births,  Total — 12.  Rate  for 

Total 

Deaths  ....  ....  236 


M.  F. 

155  138 

2  4 

1,000  total  births- 

M.  F. 

114  122 


Birth  Rate. 
14.21 

-38.58. 

Rate  11.22 


Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth: — 
From  'Sepsis,  0.  Other  puerperal  causes,  1. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births,  30.0. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births,  27.21. 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births,  166.6. 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages),  29. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages),  0. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages),  0. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age),  0. 


TABLE  I. 
BIRTH  RATES, 


Year. 

Sedgley. 

England  and 
Wales 

No.  of  Births. 

Birth  Rate. 

Birth  Rate. 

1935 

358 

17.9 

14.7 

1936 

288 

14.4 

14.8 

1937 

292 

14.4. 

14.9 

i  1938 

321 

15.8 

15.1 

1939 

304 

14.69 

15.0 

I  1940 

299 

14.21 

14.6  ! 

TABLE  II. 
DEATH  RATES. 


Year. 

Sedgley. 

England  and 
Wales  1 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Death  Rate. 

Death  Rate.  j 

1935 

217 

10.9 

11.7 

1936 

220 

11.0 

12.1 

1937 

222 

11.0 

12.4 

1938 

221 

10.9 

11.6 

1939 

251 

12.07 

12.1 

1940 

236 

11.22 

14.3 
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TABLE  III. 

SEDGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1940, 


Causes  of  Death: — 

All  Causes  .... 

1  Typhoid  Fever,  etc. 

2  Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

3  Scarlet  Fever 

4  Whooping  Cough 

5  Diphtheria  .... 

6  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

7  Other  Tuberculosis 

8  Syphilitic  Diseases 

9  Influenza  . 

10  Measles 

11  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

12  Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

13  Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus 

Uterus  (F.)  ....  . 

14  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

15  Cancer  of  Breast 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17  Diabetes 

18  Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

19  Heart  Disease 

20  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

21  Bronchitis 

22  Pneumonia  ....  . . 

23  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

24  Ulcer  of  vStomach  or  Duodenum 

25  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

26  Appendicitis 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

28  Nephritis 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

30  Other  Maternal  causes 

31  Premature  Birth 

32  Congenital  Malformations, 

33  Suicide 

34  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

35  Other  violent  causes 

36  All  other  causes 


Birth  Injuries 


males 


etc. 


M. 

114 


8 

1 

5 


3 

2 

10 

1 

14 

18 

1 

11 

6 

2 


3 

1 


1 

2 

1 

4 

20 


F. 

122 


4 

1 


4 

1 

9 

1 

12 

27 

2 

18 

7 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

15 
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TABLE  III. —  (Continued). 

M.  F. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year:  Total  ....  ....  6  3 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  ....  6  2 

Illegitimate  .  ....  —  1 

Live  Births:  Total  ....  ....  ....  .  157  142 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  ....  155  138 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  ....  2  4 

Stillbirths:  Total  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7  5 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  ....  7  5 

Illegitimate  .  ....  ....  —  — 

Resident  Population  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  21,040 


The  highest  number  of  deaths  were  attributable  to  the 
following  causes: — 


Heart  Disease  . 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Cancer 

Bronchitis 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Influenza  . 


1940  1939 

45  55 

26  28 

13  16 

29  23 

29  8 

12  14 

5  8 
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TABLE  IV. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1940. 

Nett  Deaths  from  causes  stated  at  various  ages  under  one  year 

of  age: — 


• 

C/} 
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Causes  of  Death. 
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All  causes 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Smallpox  ....  . 

Chicken-pox 

Measles  ....  . 

Scarlet  Fever 

.... 

.... 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  .... 
Erysipelas  . 

.... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis . 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  . 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease 

.... 

.... 

Meningitis  (not  tubercular) 
Convulsions 

Laryngitis  . 

1 

1 

.... 

1 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .... 

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Syphilis  . 

Rickets  . 

Suffocation 

Injury  at  Birth  .... 
Atelectasis  .... 

Congenital  Malformation 

2 

2 

.... 

.... 

.... 

1 

.... 

1 

.... 

4 

Premature  Birth . 

Atrophy,  Debility  and 

2 

2 

.... 

2 

Marasmus  . 

.... 

.... 

Influenza  .... 

Icterus  Neonatorum 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

Other  causes 

..  . 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

Totals  .... 

5 

.... 

5 

1 

1 

i 

1 

9 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply. 

With  the  exception  of  the  houses  in  the  Goldthorn  Hill  Area, 
which  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
mains,  the  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  the  South  Stafford¬ 
shire  Water  Works  Company. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Fred  J.  Dixon,  M.Inst.,  C.E.,  M.Inst. 
Mech.E.,  Engineer-in-Chief,  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company,  shews  that  bacteriological  and  chemical  tests  continue 
to  maintain  a  good  and  satisfactory  standard. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — This  report  is  submitted  by  Mr. 
A.  E.  Dicks,  Assoc.  Mem.  Inst.  C.E.,  Surveyor. 

During  the  year  aproximately  591  yards  of  foul  sewers  have 
been  laid  and  taken  over  by  the  Council. 


Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

The  Works  at  Beacon  Hill  continue  to  give  excellent  effluent. 
The  other  Disposal  Works  are  not  so  good,  owing  to  the  growth 
of  Housing  Schemes. 


lO 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 


Progress  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  was  46, 
all  of  which  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

The  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  is  1,362,  made 
up  of  800  built  under  1919  Act,  246  under  the  1924  Act,  and  316 
under  the  1930  Act. 

No  bye-laws  in  respect  of  houses-let-in-lodgings  are  necessary 
in  this  district,  as  no  such  houses  exist. 

The  bye-laws  in  respect  of  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.  present  no 
difficulty  in  their  enforcement. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

There  was  no  necessity  during  the  year  to  disinfect  any  premises 
on  account  of  bugs,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  the 
district  is  remarkably  free  from  these  vermin. 


SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply  . — Particulars  of  inspections  and  details  of 
work  done  will  be  found  in  your  Inspector’s  Report. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. — Inspections  have  been  carried 
out  in  the  slaughter-houses,  together  with  visits  to  retail  shops. 
For  further  information  see  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

(c)  Adulteration,  etc. — The  County  Authority  is  responsible 
for  all  inspections  and  actions  taken. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Foods. — 

The  County  is  the  responsible  Authority. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  T.  H.  Jenkins,  Inspector  of  South 
Staffordshire,  for  the  following  report. 

PARTICULARS  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN  IN  SEDGLEY  U.D.C. 


DURING  1940. 

Article  of  Food. 

No.  of  Samples 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

MILK  . 

67 

'  61 

6 

GENERAL  FOODS 

23 

21 

2 

A  sample  of  Fish  Dressing  labelled  “  Containing  eggs  ”  was 
found  to  show  no  trace  of  eggs,  but  a  second  sample  was  found 
in  order. 

Three  samples  of  milk  from  a  retailer  contained  small  per¬ 
centages  of  added  water.  Three  samples  were  then  taken  from 
the  farmer  concerned,  and  found  to  contain  1.5%,  1.7%, 

4%  added  water.  As  the  farmer  had  been  warned  on  a  previous 
occasion,  proceedings  were  taken  and  he  was  fined  £3  Os.  Od.  with 
£2  10s.  Od.  costs. 


I  2 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 

UNDESIGNATED  SAMPLES. 


Number 

submitted 

Cleanliness 

Biological 

3.esults 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

.  . 

Negative 

Positive 

51 

34 

17 

48 

3 

DESIGNATED  MILKS. 


Cleanliness 

Biological  Results 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Negative 

Positive 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ” 

3 

1 

4 

— 

“Accredited” 

3 

— 

3 

' 

“Pasteurised” 

2 

— 

2 

— 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

1 

— 

1 

— 

9 

1 

10 

— 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  notified  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  134  as  against  106  last  year,  was  due  to  Whooping  Cough, 
of  which  there  were  55  cases.  The  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases 
fell  from  50  last  year  to  39  in  this  year.  Of  this  total  only  one 
case  was  treated  in  hospital. 

Of  the  13  Diphtheria  cases  notified,  7  were  admitted  to  hospital. 
The  average  number  of  days  in  hospital  was  44  and  the  average 
cost  per  case  £22  12s.  5d. 

These  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Wolverhampton  Borough 
Hospital  and  the  Brierley  Hill  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  Council’s 
appreciation  and  thanks  are  recorded  herewith. 

Ready  use  is  made  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  by  the  local  medical 
practitioners,  supplies  always  being  available  on  application  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Whooping  Cough  accounted  for  il%  and  Scarlet  Fever  for 
29%  of  the  total  notifications.  The  district  has  been  remarkably 
free  from  Measles,  only  one  case  being  notified. 

As  regards  non-notifiable  diseases,  84  cases  of  Mumps  were 
reported,  mainly  in  the  second  quarter  of  the  year;  43  cases  of 
German  Measles  were  also  reported,  the  majority  being  during  the 
last  quarter. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  became  notifiable  from 
November  1st,  1939. 

There  was  no  notified  case  of  Ophthalmic  Neonatorum  during 


the  year. 

New  Cases: 

Males 

Tuberculosis. 

Respiratory. 

10 

Non-Respiratory . 

1 

Females 

6 

2 

Deaths: 

Males 

8 

— 

Females 

4 

1 

During 

the  year  71 

throat  swab  tests  were 

carried  out  at  the 

County  Laboratory,  8  being  positive  and  63  negative. 

34  sputum  tests  were  also  made  and  of  these  6  were  positive 
and  28  negative. 


TABLE  V. 

AGE-GROUPS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED  IN  1940. 
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Disease. 

1  Enteric  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Poliomyelitis  .... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Erysipelas 

Whooping  Cough 

1  Mensles 

Dysentery 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis 

I 

1 

Totals 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

Owing  to  the  War  the  progress  made  with  regard  to  Slum 
Clearance  was  severely  curtailed.  However,  the  work  was  not 
entirely  neglected.  Two  demolition  orders  were  made: — 

Gardener’s  Cottage,  Ellowes  Park. 

32,  Bank  Road,  Lower  Gornal. 

Two  other  houses  were  closed  voluntarily  by  the  owners  and 
the  tenants  rehoused  by  the  Council. 

21,  High  Holborn,  Sedgley. 

21,  Ruiton  Street,  Lower  Gornal. 

As  the  letting  of  Council  houses  is  done  from  this  department, 
the  Slum  Clearance  programme  can  be  continued  to  a  certain  extent. 
As  existing  houses  become  vacant,  they  are  allocated  to  tenants  of 
condemned  houses  wherever  possible.  Unfortunately,  during  the 
year  it  was  only  found  possible  to  rehouse  seven  families  from 
such  condemned  houses. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  23  families  living  in 
condemned  houses.  Seven  were  rehoused  by  the  Council  and  other 
two  left  the  old  houses  of  their  own  accord,  leaving  18  families 
still  awaiting  the  allocation  of  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  persons  displaced  as  a  result  of  the  rehousing 
of  the  above  seven  families  was  25. 

There  were  65  empty  houses  still  standing  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  and  this  figure  was  increased  by  the  nine  further  houses 
becoming  void.  Many  of  these  houses  were  in  a  very  dilapidated 
and  dangerous  condition,  and  in  spite  of  the  urgent  demand  for 
housing  accommodation  of  any  kind,  it  was  felt  that  they  could 
not  possibly  be  inhabited  under  any  circumstances;  16  of  these 
houses  were,  therefore,  demolished  during  the  year. 

This  would  have  left  58  houses  still  standing  void  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  but  owing  to  the  reception  into  the  district  of  a  number 
of  evacuated  families,  several  of  them  had  to  be  licensed  temporarily 
to  house  these  unfortunate  people. 

OVERCROWDING. 

The  only  work  done  during  the  year  has  been  the  checking  of 
records  and  the  occasional  allocation  of  a  Council  house  to  an 
overcrowded  family.  Particulars  regarding  the  number  of  occupants 
are  obtained  whenever  we  have  dealings  with  anyone  on  other 
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matters.  This  information  helps  to  keep  our  records  more  up-to- 
date  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case,  although  I  feel  that  no  true 
picture  will  be  possible  until  another  complete  survey  of  the  district 
is  made. 

The  changes  which  have  taken  place  since  the  War  began 
have  been  widespread,  and  we  have  only  been  able  to  obtain  know¬ 
ledge  of  a  small  percentage  of  such  changes.  The  information 
which  has  come  to  the  department  suggests  that  the  overcrowding 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  are  being  ignored  in  very  many  cases. 
Several  families  have  taken  in  additional  occupants  to  well  a,bove 
the  permitted  number,  and  we  have  found  great  difficulty  in  getting 
the  necessary  reduction,  especially  as  we  have  been  loth  to  take 
legal  proceedings  during  the  present  emergency.  The  position  will 
be  accentuated  when  demobilisation  takes  place,  although  this  may 
be  offset  by  many  people  returning  to  their  original  homes. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  76  cases  of  overcrowd¬ 
ing  in  our  registers.  Four  of  these  were  rehoused  by  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  five  abated  the  overcrowding  of  their  own  accord. 
However,  66  additional  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered 
during  the  year,  making  the  total  at  the  end  of  the  year  133. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Government  took  over  the  control  of 
slaughtering,  and  of  the  eight  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  district 
only  one  was  allowed  to  continue  in  use.  This  is  a  small  bacon 
factory,  where  about  40  pigs  are  killed  weekly.  In  addition,  a 
number  of  cottagers’  pigs  were  killed  in  the  district. 

All  animals  killed  were  inspected  before  sale,  including  all 
cottagers’  pigs.  The  number  inspected  was  as  follows: — 

Cattle  ....  ....  ....  ....  32 

Sheep  .  175 

Pigs  . 1,679 

The  standard  of  inspection  as  laid  down  in  Memo  62 /Foods 
was  adhered  to,  and  during  the  year  a  total  of  1  ton  14  cwts.  3  qrs. 
and  19  lbs.  of  meat  was  condemned. 

This  condemned  meat  is  detailed  in  the  following  tables. 


Affected  with  Tuberculosis. 

Bovine  livers  . 

Pigs'  heads 

Pigs’  plucks  . 

Pigs’  collars  . 

Pigs’  portions  of  carcase 


1 

197 

63 

6 

3 
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Intestines,  mesenteries  and  other  offals  condemned  are  not 
included. 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  pigs  slaughtered  in  this  district 
works  out  at  12%. 


Affected  with  other  Diseases. 


Abscesses.  Sheep’s  pluck  ....  1 

Pig’s  head  ....  1 

Pig’s  pluck  '....  1 

Bovine  liver  ....  1 

Distomatosis.  Bovine  liver  ....  1 

Sheep’s  liver  ....  1 

Pneumonia.  Pigs’  lungs  ....  10 

Pig’s  pluck  ....  1 

Echinococci.  Sheep’s  liver  ....  1 

Congestion.  Pig’s  lungs  ....  1 

Pyaemia.  Pig’s  carcase  ....  1 


Portions  of  organs  affected  with  various  conditions  are  not 
included  in  the  above  figures. 

In  addition  to  the  inspection  of  meat  in  the  slaughter-house 
above  mentioned,  the  various  food  premises  in  the  district  were 
visited  from  time  to  time.  Oh  several  occasions  meat  had  to  be 
condemned  chiefly  from  the  following  conditions: — 

Decomposition,  Soiling,  Rancidity, 

Bone  Taint,  and  Black  Spot  Mould. 

PRIVIES. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  371  privies  in  the  dis¬ 
trict.  Unfortunately,  improvem.ent  in  the  direction  of  the  abolition 
of  these  undesirable  conveniences  has  been  slow.  The  labour  short¬ 
age  in  the  building  industry,  the  difficulty  of  getting  materials,  and 
the  fact  that  the  department  has  had  to  devote  so  much  of  its  time 
to  other  work,  has  necessarily  slowed  up  this  work  of  conversion. 

However,  by  means  of  persuasion,  the  department  has  been 
able  to  have  67  of  these  privies  converted  during  the  year  to  some 
better  form  of  sanitary  convenience.  Water  closets  have  been 
installed  with  connection  either  to  the  sewer  or  to  small  sewage 
disposal  plants  on  the  septic  tank  and  soak-away  principle,  or 
chemical  closets  have  been  provided  with  dust  bins  for  the  house 
refuse.  Chemical  closets  are  only  advised  where  the  house  belongs 
to  the  occupier,  where  there  is  adequate  garden  ground  and  where 
we  feel  that  the  owner  will  take  an  interest  in  keeping  the  closet 
in  a  sanitary  condition. 
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This  leaves  at  the  end  of  the  year,  304  privies  still  existing 
in  the  district. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Of  the  five  houses  in  the  district  previously  reported  as  having 
no  gravitation  water  supply,  the  first  two  cases  have  now  had  a 
supply  installed.  As  regards  the  other  three  cases,  two  of  the  houses 
are  under  demolition  order  and  the  tenants  will  be  rehoused  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment. 

INSPECTIONS. 

During  the  year  inspections  to  premises  of  various  kinds 
numbered  2,262,  In  addition,  852  re-inspections  were  made. 


types  of  property  visited  are 

listed  in  the  table  below. 

Ashbins 

. .  73 

Bakehouses  . 

.  9 

Billeting  . 

.  190 

Cesspools 

.  36 

Cottagers'  Pigs 

.  60 

Drainage  ....  . 

.  31 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

.  61 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .... 

.  10 

Food  Premises  . 

.  5 

Factories 

.  12 

General  Nuisances  .... 

.  46 

Houses  under  P.H.A . 

.  149 

Housing  Act 

.  39 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

.  4 

Infectious  Diseases 

.  34 

Interviews  .... 

.  101 

Letting  of  Council  Houses 

.  301 

Licensed  Premises 

.  20 

Miscellaneous 

.  58 

Meat  Shops  . . 

.  24 

Overcrowding 

143 

Privies  ....  . 

.  45 

Public  Cleansing  . 

.  81 

Piggeries  . 

.  1 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

95 

Re-inspections 

.  852 

Slaughter-houses 

.  112 

Shops  Act  . 

.  48 

Salvage 

.  298 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

.  5 

War  Emergencies — A.R.P. 

.  171 

19 


NOTICES. 

The  number  of  informal  notices  served  during  the  year  was 
334.  Of  this  number  and  those  outstanding  from  the  previous  year, 
341  were  complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Twenty-six  statutory  notices  were  served  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  All  were  complied  with  as  well  as  two  outstand¬ 
ing  from  the  previous  year. 


The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out 
in  the  district  as  a  result  of  the  above  notices. 


Ashbins  provided  .  . 

Ashpits  demolished 

Accumulations  removed  . 

Burst  Pipes  repaired 
Bakehouses  limewashed  .... 

Bathroom  provided 

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  . 

Caravans  removed  ....  . 

Cowsheds  modernised  ....  . 

Cowsheds  limewashed 

Drainage  altered  . 

Drainage  cleared  .  . 

Dirty  Premises  cleaned  .... 

Doors  renewed 

Doors  repaired  ....  . 

Dampness  remedied  . 

Dry  Rot  remedied 
Food  Premises  cleansed 

Floors  repaired  ....  . 

Food  Preparing  Premises  provided 
Fire  Grates  repaired 
Hot  Water  provided 

Heating  provided  in  shops  . 

Houses  cleansed 

House  Roofs  repaired  ....  . 

Houses  demolished 

Miscellaneous  ....  . 

New  Coal  Stores  provided  . 

Outbuildings  limewashed  .... 

Plasterwork  repaired  ....  . 

Privies  converted  to  W.C.'s 

Privies  converted  to  Chemical  Closets  .... 

Pantry  provided  ....  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  provided  in  shops 
Sink  Waste  Pipes  repaired  . 


115 

28 

6 

7 

6 

1 

7 

8 
1 
5 

11 

10 

5 

6 
5 
7 
2 
9 

14 

2 

10 

9 

1 

17 

45 

16 

34 
2 

13 

35 
24 
43 

2 

2 

3 
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NOTICES — (Continued) . 


Spouting  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ••••  52 

Sinks  provided  ....  ....  ....  .•••  7 

Stair  Treads  repaired  ....  .  3 

Walls  pointed  ....  ...  ....  6 

Washing  Boiler  repaired  ....  ....  ..  .  9 

Water  Supply  provided  ....  ....  ....  10 

Washing  Facilities  provided  in  shops  ....  3 

W.C.  cleansed  .  ....  ....  6 

W.C.  repaired  ....  .  .  ••  16 

W.C.  New  Pans  provided  ....  ....  ....  7 

W.C.  Cisterns  repaired  ....  ....  ....  16 

Windows  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  30 

Windows  provided  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

W.C.  provided  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Yards  cleansed  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Yard  Paving  relaid  ....  ....  ....  5 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING, 

The  work  of  refuse  removal  is  carried  out  by  means  of  two 
S.D.  ''  Chelsea  ''  Motor  Freighters,  five  loaders  being  attached  to 
each  frieighter  in  addition  to  the  driver.  Three  men  with  a  horse 
and  cart  are  also  employed  in  the  emptying  of  privies  and  cesspools. 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  crude  tipping.  Two  tips  are  in 
use,  one  for  the  Sedgley  and  one  for  the  Gornal  area. 

During  the  year,  the  question  of  salvage  became  of  such 
importance  that  everything  else  in  the  cleansing  department  took 
second  place.  All  attempts  at  re-organisation  and  a  new  method 
of  disposal  were  postponed  till  a  more  opportune  occasion.  The 
introduction  of  controlled  tipping  would  have  necessitated  additional 
labour  and  transport — ^both  extremely  difficult  with  the  added 
responsibilities  of  salvage.  And  the  present  tips  with  their  high 
and  extended  faces  were  found  very  suitable  for  ensuring  that 
sorting  was  adequately  carried  out  by  the  men. 


SALVAGE. 


The  separation  of  salvageable  materials  from  the  refuse  was 
commenced  in  January.  As  no  separation  of  any  kind  had  been 
undertaken  before  in  this  district,  we  were  in  great  difficulties  right 
from  the  start.  We  have  no  depot  for  the  department  beyond  the 
garages  where  the  vehicles  are  housed,  and  there  is  no  room  in 
these  garages  for  storage  even  of  small  amounts  of  material. 

Some  old  disused  stables  in  Clarence  Street  were  rented  and 
here  our  paper  baling  is  carried  out.  Scrap  metal  is  also  stored 
here.  Although  this  is  the  best  place  we  have  been  able  to  find, 
it  is  far  too  small.  The  sorting  of  the  paper  into  different  grades 
is  impossible  owing  to  the  lack  of  room. 

Another  old  building  in  Jews  Lane  was  used  for  the  storage 
and  balings  of  rags,  and  the  storage  of  bottles,  jars  and  bones. 

As  for  tins  and  cullet,  these  have  had  to  be  stored  at  the 
two  refuse  tips.  As  the  tips  are  both  open  to  the  public,  considerable 
trouble  has  been  experienced  by  children  scattering  the  collected 
material  about  after  the  workmen  have  left  in  the  evenings. 

The  beginning  of  the  salvage  effort  was  necessarily  slow  and 
it  was  March  before  we  sold  our  first  paper.  From  that  time,  how¬ 
ever,  we  steadily  improved,  and  reached  our  peak  in  September. 
From  then  till  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a  steady  decline,  due 
to  weather  conditions  and  the  shortage  of  certain  articles  generally 
throughout  the  country. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  whole  district  was  canvassed 
by  ladies  who  later  became  members  of  the  W.V.S.  Various  other 
forms  of  publicity  were  also  tried  in  an  attempt  to  instruct  the 
housewife  what  to  do.  After  a  year's  working  I  found  that  the 
scheme  as  envisaged  had  failed.  We  were  endeavouring  to  get  the 
housewife  to  keep  separate  paper,  rags,  bones,  metal  and  kitchen 
waste.  AH  other  articles  were  to  go  into  the  bins.  Some  people 
would  insist  on  keeping  separate  bottles,  jars  and  tin  cans,  and 
numerous  complaints  were  received  because  these  were  thrown  into 
the  refuse  vehicle.  More  important  was  the  fact  that  the  majority 
of  people  would  not  keep  anything  separate.  This  necessitated 
sorting  at  the  tips,  and  I  have  concentrated  on  this  aspect  ever 
since. 

Paper  has  been  our  biggest  job.  Anything  salved  by  the  house¬ 
wife  is  kept  separate  by  the  workmen,  but  paper  is  also  picked  out 
at  the  tips  and  the  amount  recovered  in  this  way  is  considerable. 
In  addition,  a  separate  collection  is  made  from  all  shops  in  the 
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district.  But  I  would  point  out  here  that  we  are  unfortunately 
placed  in  Sedgley.  Sandwiched  between  Wolverhampton  and 
Dudley,  we  are  in  the  position  of  having  very  few  shops  in  the 
area.  This  scarcity  of  shops  and  also  the  fact  that  we  are  a  mining 
area  and  not  a  residental  one  accounts  largely  for  the  comparatively 
poor  results  we  have  achieved  in  our  salvage  collections. 

Our  scheme  for  the  collection  of  kitchen  waste  was  the  placing 
of  bins  throughout  the  district,  but  this  did  not  start  till  late  in 
the  year. 

The  weights  of  materials  salvaged  during  the  twelve  months 
is  as  follows: — 


Paper  . 

....  90  tons 

Tins  . 

....  39  ,, 

Scrap  Metal  ....  . 

....  17  ,, 

Gullet  . 

....  12  ,, 

Bottles  and  Jars  . 

....  10  ,, 

Kitchen  Waste  ....  . 

8  ,, 

Bones 

....  5  ,, 

Rags  . 

....  2  ,, 

183  tons 

prices  received  were: — 

Paper 

£352 

Tins 

£39 

Kitchen  Waste  .... 

£35 

Metal 

£34 

Bottles  and  Jars  .... 

£32 

Bones  ....  ....  . 

£15 

Gullet 

£11 

Rags 

£9 

£527 

DAVID  J.  W.  ROBERTSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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